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after life-saving heart surgery

- Eleven-year-old Seydi Gavarrete of ~ - S
Catacamas, Honduras, is spending three .
weeks in Hamilton in the home of Dr. Monte
Horne and his familyv. She is here with her
grandmother, Alva Ruth and is enjoying
herself so much that she barely has time to
take out for recovery from her open heart
surgery last week.

Just looking at Seydi’s deep brown dancing
eyes and a quick smile, there’s almost no way ‘X
anyone would know that doctors opened her
chest on August 24, stopped her heart from
beating, patched a hole and sewed her back
together. P L e
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A group of missionaries in Honduras located and evaluated Seydi and other children
like her. “Not every kid with a murmer needs heart surgery,” Dr. Horne explained.
After determining that her condition warranted surgery, they contacted HeartGifl, a




nonprofit, humanitarian organization based out of Austin.

The group of more than one hundred volunteers has performed open heart surgery on
30 underprivileged children around the world since 1998. The goal of HeartGift is to
serve twelve children each year.

Hamilton’s local Park Heights Church of Christ played a big part in helping get Seydi
and her grandmother to the United States for her surgery. Two other area churches,
Carlton Baptist and Dufau Baptist Church each also gave generous donations toward
the cause after learning about it from Dr. Horne.

Watching a video about HeartGift, Seydi spotted Dr. Kenneth A. Fox, a member of
the surgical team that per-formed her operation. Her face lit up as she exclaimed,
“that’s my doctor!”

The hardest part for Seydi’s grandmother was watching her granddaughter awaken
from the surgery. “I give thanks to God that everything went well,” she said.

Seydi had already asked God to take care of her during her surgery. “She prayed right
before she got the anesthesia,” Dr. Horne said. “She says a very pretty prayer.”

The young patient’s prayers were answered. Her heart was blessed and repaired. Dr.
Fox and his team performed the life-saving surgery on a Wednesday in Austin’s
Children’s Hospital. The little girl walked out of ICU on Saturday and left the hospital
the following Monday.

“She’ll slowly but surely get her energy back,” Dr. Horne said. “It would have been
good to have done the surgery when she was younger, but it was not too late at age
11.7

Seydi looks forward to doing all the things that kids her age like to do. When asked
for specifics. she was quick to list her favorites, playing soccer, swimming and
jumping, par-ticularly in.a long-jumping contest.

As a result of teamwork among missionaries in Hondu-ras, caring volunteer doctors in
Austin and big-hearted local individuals and congregations, Seydi and her
grandmother will soon return to Catacamas and her two younger brothers, taking with
them a healthy heart and the promise of a normal life for a brave little girl.



